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Marriage in Canterbury Tales: Miller’s and Wife of Bath’s Tales
Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales show various attitudes and perceptions about marriage as an institution. Even though some of the issues identified in the tales are old and traditional as discussed in the Franklin’s Tale, some are liberal as depicted in the following two Canterbury Tales; Miller’s Tale and Wife of Bath’s Tale. This essay showcases how Chaucer has depicted the institution of marriage in both Miller’s and Wife of Bath’s Tales.
Chaucer depicted marriage as a solution to the problem of love. Chaucer looks at the marriage institution as a force that controls the will which acts as the source of moral action. In other words, marriage is more than just a union between a man and a woman. Instead, marriage, in Chaucer’s perception, is a union between both the spirit and flesh. Through the two tales, Miller’s and Wife of Bath’s Tales, Chaucer shows how people have abused the institution of marriage and its sanctity. For example, in Miller’s Tale, Chaucer points out the adultery and disrespect of marriage institution by characters like Alison. Alison blatantly disrespects her marriage to Old John as she takes Nicholas. Chaucer writes that “that she wol been at his commandment; what that she may hir leyser wel espie” (Miller’s Tale 3294-5). Alison disrespected her marriage even though her husband, Old John loved her more than his own life. Chaucer presents how jealousy and infidelity arise from the marriage between couples who are different in age.
In Wife of Bath’s Tale, Chaucer further shows how chastity is not a necessity for a successful marriage. In the prologue of Wife of Bath, Chaucer depicts how women are used as objects for sexual pleasure. In her prologue, the wife of Bath narrates that virginity is never mentioned in the Bible to be the leading factor for a successful marriage. Chaucer writes that “virginitee, thane whereof sholde it growe” (Wife of Bath’s Tale 72). Furthermore, Chaucer also highlights the importance of respect in marriage. Through male characters like the Knight, Chaucer reveals how women were not only patient with their men but also submissive. Despite that they are respectful to their husbands and men; women face more challenges in the hands of the same men who are supposed to protect them. For instance, the Knight in this story is a symbol of how men in the medieval era objectified their women. Knights are supposed to be protectors, instead, the Knight in The Wife of Bath’s Tale rapes one woman. Also, he keeps on complaining and whining about his marriage to the loathly lady. He also insults the loathly lady as old and ugly. 
